New School Graphics
The Brief

The new Thomas Tallis School will be completed by October 2011 and ready for occupation. The building includes six blocks that have the following names: create, imagine, experiment, explore, question, innovate. The school is a Specialist Arts College (Visual), a Leading Edge School and a national School of Creativity. The design of the new building incorporates several large spaces that would benefit from wall-based graphics. 

A budget of approximately £35k has been identified for printing costs and a company called Modulex have been appointed by the contractors to manage the signage, printing and installation. The exterior signage and wayfinding within the building will be designed and co-ordinated by Modulex, in association with the school, and will incorporate the school’s exisiting graphic identity (logo and typeface). However, neither the architects (John McAslan + Partners) nor Modulex are able to generate designs for the large wall-based graphics. The budget of £35k allows for a certain area of wall coverage using a (yet to be specified) combination of vinyls and digital wallpaper. The school has identified a separate budget of £5k to develop designs for these graphics.

The selected designer will work closely with a Design Group comprising members of staff and students (approximately 12 in total) to devise a strategy for and ultimately complete the various designs. It is important to the school that the building communicates our various specialisms, our commitment to creative learning and our inclusive ethos. We are looking for designs that provide visual stimulation and that will not date too quickly. We are interested in inter-disciplinary learning and the connections that can be made between different areas of the curriculum. We want the graphics to work in harmony with the school’s colour scheme (orange, yellow and green) and in harmony with our graphic identity. This includes a motion graphic of waves that respond to sound data. The school is named after an important 16th century musician and we have attempted to incorporate this link within a contemporary, digital context through the use of sound waves. We are a forward-looking, ambitious, community school with dynamic links to schools in other countries across the world. We are committed to equipping our learners with the skills necessary for success in the 21st century. Chief among these is the ability to be inquisitive and develop the capacity to continue learning throughout one’s life. The graphics will provide an opportunity for our existing community of learners (adults and young people) to begin to make their mark on the new building and to develop a sense of ownership of it. We have already worked very closely with the architects to design a building that meets our aspirations and the graphic designs will be further evidence of our ability to personalise the new spaces.

We anticipate that a typographic treatment (vinyl) in the larger atrium spaces will be more cost-effective, allowing us to explore the use of a (more expensive) digital wallpaper solution in other key spaces like the Post 16 common room, reception area, staff room, Sports reception area and main dining space. However, we are open to suggestions about a more mixed media approach if this is possible. We are also interested in the combination of illustration, typography and photography. The designer will be supplied with all the necessary drawings, dimensions and other relevant information to be able to complete the work on time and on budget.

The deadline for completion of the final designs for submission to Modulex is 30th November 2010.

We have identified two whole days when the Design Group would meet with the designer. The initial meeting, led jointly by the Arts College Manager and the designer, in early November would focus on suitable themes and concept generation. There would then be a period of approximately 3 weeks before another day in which designs would be presented to the group for review. The designer would then take these comments and work up some final designs for submission to Modulex. We imagine that the architects, contractors and a representative from Modulex may well be present at both meetings to lend their expertise. We would propose that a project blog be established to aid the communication of ideas and sharing of iterative designs between meetings. This blog would also be the way in which we would communicate the whole process to the rest of the community.
